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Maine Revised Statutes

Title 7: AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS

Chapter 103: PRODUCTS CONTROLLED

§1052. RESPONSIBILITIES OF MANUFACTURER
A manufacturer of genetically engineered plants, planting stock or seeds that present a risk of cross-

contamination and are sold or distributed in this State is subject to the provisions of this subchapter. [2001,
c. 330, §1 (NEW).]

1. Instructions.  The manufacturer or seed dealer of the genetically engineered plants, plant parts or
seeds shall provide written instructions to all growers on how to plant the plant parts, seeds or plants and how
to grow and harvest the crop to minimize potential cross-contamination. These instructions must be at least as
inclusive as guidelines issued by the United States Department of Agriculture relative to the establishment of
buffer zones between genetically engineered plants and wild or cultivated plants subject to the risk of cross-
contamination. The manufacturer or seed dealer shall file a copy of these instructions with the commissioner
at least 20 days in advance of any sale of the genetically engineered plants, plant parts or seeds in this State.

[ 2001, c. 330, §1 (NEW) .]

2. Record keeping.  The manufacturer or seed dealer shall identify and maintain, for at least 2 years
after the date of sale, a list of the names and addresses of all growers of its genetically engineered plants,
plant parts or seeds in this State. The list is not a public record as defined in Title 1, section 402, subsection
3. A manufacturer or seed dealer shall permit the commissioner to inspect the list when requested to facilitate
an investigation into a claim of cross-contamination. A manufacturer or seed dealer is not required to keep
records on seeds sold at the retail level in packets weighing less than one pound.

A manufacturer of genetically engineered seeds is not required to keep records under this subsection when the
required records are being kept by a seed dealer.

[ 2001, c. 330, §1 (NEW) .]

2-A. Reporting.  A manufacturer selling genetically engineered plant parts, plants or seeds in the State
shall annually report to the commissioner the total potential acreage at a given planting density of genetically
modified crops that could be grown based on the amount of each genetically engineered product sold in
the State. Individual manufacturer data received under this subsection is confidential and may not be made
public. The commissioner shall make public aggregate data that does not reveal the sales activities of an
individual manufacturer. The commissioner shall provide aggregate data on sales of genetically engineered
trees, tree seedlings, tree seeds, tree scions and other propagative materials to the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Forestry.

[ 2009, c. 323, §2 (NEW);  2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §§5, 7 (REV);  2013, c.
405, Pt. A, §23 (REV) .]

3. Violation; penalty.  Failure to comply with this subchapter is a civil violation for which a penalty
of not more than $1,500 may be adjudged. In accordance with Title 5, chapter 375, the commissioner may
suspend or revoke a license issued under section 1044-A if the holder of the license fails to comply with this
subchapter.

[ 2001, c. 330, §1 (NEW) .]
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